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The Foundation Program provides core studies for life-long
learning and professional practices in the visual arts by
teaching fundamental skills that enable students to become
adept, well-informed makers. Integrating core visual
studies with Liberal Arts curricula enhances students’
ability to construct meaning using the formal elements of
art and design.
Students in the Foundation Department will:

Foundation

Freshman Year Fall          Spring

FNDT110/111 Form and Space I/II 2.0 2.0

*FNDT115 Principles of Design 2.0 —–

ILMS100 Connections through Color and Design —– 2.0

FNDT145 Studio Elective —– 1.0

FNDT180 Life Drawing I 3.0 —–

**FNDT181 -or- Life Drawing II —– 2.0

***FNDT170 Creative Practices and Responses

FNDT190/191 Drawing and Composition I/II 2.0 2.0

AHCS120 Introduction to Visual Culture 3.0 —–

AHCS121 Modern Art History —– 3.0

ENGL104 Critical Analysis and Semiotics 2.0 —–

ENGL106 Composition and Critical Thought —– 3.0

SSCI130 Cultural Studies 2.0 —–

Total Credits per Semester 16.0 15.0

* Students may elect to take the photography option Principles of Design section.

** Both Life Drawing I and Life Drawing II are recommended for Toy Design, Fashion Design, and Digital Media majors.

*** Creative Practices and Responses is recommended for Product Design majors.

•  Acquire Fundamental Skills, which
include mindful making and improving of
work by the manipulation of art and
design media.

•  Develop Thinking Skills, refining their
ability to distinguish between rational,
intuitive, and critical thinking processes.

•  Discern Visual Quality through
identifying visual strengths and
weaknesses to promote aesthetic
resolution and clarity of intention.

•  Develop Professionalism through
strategies for success such as
attentiveness, time management skills,
and the ability to commit to a personal
vision in the endeavor of art making.

•  Value Inventiveness by using problem
defining processes to complement
problem solving skills.

•  Apply a Spirit of Investigation, utilizing
visual and idea-oriented research, the
spirit of play, and delay of closure.

•  Engage the Community as a Resource,
by access to the larger metropolitan
community as a creative and learning
resource.

•  Enter their Major Program with an
integrated understanding of technical and
conceptual aspects transferable across
a wide array of art and design
practices.
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Connections through Color and Design
ILMS 100    2 credits
A second-semester Integrated Learning studio
course introducing Foundation students to
contextually-based problem solving using
fundamentals of color and design. Students learn
Munsell color theory, practical aspects of color
mixing such as value, hue, and chroma, as well as
computer color application using Adobe
Photoshop. Students apply these skills in solving
problems that engage the larger community, trans-
disciplinary practice, research,
and collaboration.
Lab fee: $35. Photo lab fee (section P only): $30. 

Electives

Communication Arts: Design Solutions
FNDT 145    1 credit
Graphic designers and advertising designers have
fun with creative ideas in visual communications
that use image and type, form and color, function
and emotion to create clear, engaging and enticing
visual messages.  In a dynamic process students
learn to be open, responsive and flexible in a
lively studio setting.  A design process that is
original, creative and satisfying for a young
designer creates successful solutions that could
answer real problems.  Taught by Communication
Arts faculty.

Communication Arts: Illustration
FNDT 145   1 credit
Figure illustrators explore visual language and
narrative skills through drawing, sketching,
sequencing, researching, and observation for
applications in entertainment illustration,
animation, character development, concept
illustration, publication and editorial illustration,
advertising, and product illustration. Skills
acquired in Foundation year are applied to
finding, processing, and executing solutions that
may result in such visual products as comic
sequences, characters and short animations, and
editorial illustrations. Taught by Communication
Arts faculty.

Communication Arts: Printmaking
FNDT 145 1 credit
This studio course is an introduction to the
fundamentals of printmaking, incorporating
drawing, painting, and collage with methods
of monotype, collograph, and drypoint engraving.
Through technique and experimental

Digital Media: Motion Graphics Essentials
FNDT 145      1 credit
Life is movement. Art is life. This course takes art
and design to a different level by adding
movement. An artist/designer is both a storyteller
and a problem solver. In this course, students
refine skills through the use of today's most
sophisticated, yet easy to learn tools in a course
truly supportive of experimentation and risk-
taking. Explore compositing through the use of
software such as After Effects, Flash, Photoshop,
Illustrator, and Final Cut Pro. Use digital video,
photography, and hand-made artwork for telling
stories and creating moving designs. Taught by
Digital Media faculty.

Architecture/Landscape/Interiors:
Designing Space
FNDT 145 1 credit
Design the spaces where we live, work, and play.
This course will introduce the full scope of spatial
design fields: architecture (buildings), landscape
(spaces between buildings), and interiors (spaces
within buildings. Students will visit significant
architecture, landscapes, and interiors in and
around Los Angeles while designing their own
building and landscape proposal for an actual site.
Taught by Architecture/Landscape/Interiors
faculty.

Fashion Design: Model Drawing
FNDT 145 1 credit
Students draw from live male and female models
to develop an awareness of the proportions and
movement of the elongated fashion figure while
maintaining correct anatomical structure. All
sections taught by Fashion Design faculty..
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Form and Space I
FNDT110 2 credits
Focused compositional study of organizing
principles in form provides a basis for
understanding the three-dimensional world. Line,
plane, and volume are studied both in the context
of primary forms and more complex compositions
in the round. Sequenced instruction fosters
mastery of compositional fundamentals involving
the invention and construction of forms in space
using simple hand tools and readily available
form-making materials.

Form and Space II
FNDT 111       2 credits
Students transfer acquired skills to the further
study of three-dimensional composition through
sequenced instruction and problem finding. The
basis for design expands to encompass areas of
study such as the construction of meaning, the
human body, and architectural scale/space.
Aspects of media, process, and source information
expand as students, individually and
collaboratively, engage more complex issues of
form and space.
Prerequisite: FNDT110 Form and Space

Principles of Design
FNDT 115       2 credits
This course is a sequenced investigation of
various organizing principles using traditional and
contemporary media (i.e., photography, photo-
copying, and computer graphics). Students learn
fundamentals of value manipulation as
determinants of visual order. Elements of visual
literacy provide a basis for the study of
compositional fundamentals, including focal
point(s), directional elements, and visual weight.

Creative Practices and Responses
FNDT 170       2 credits 
A second-semester Foundation course focused 
on studying, researching, and exploring practices 
of creativity that bridge art/design disciplines. 
Students are exposed to a diverse range of concepts,
materials, and methods for thinking and working
creatively. In-class activities promote the documen-
tation of individual creative processes and the
synthesis of intuitive, culturally constructed, and
personal impulses into inventive visual responses. 
Recommended for students planning to select
Product Design as their major. 

Life Drawing I
FNDT 180      3 credits
Sequenced instruction provides rigorous training
in the use of gesture, anatomy, and structural
figure drafting. Drawing the human figure from
the inside out fosters an understanding of complex
visual relationships. Upon completion of the
course, students are able to analyze the human
form and to view it as a complex perceptual
model for the larger realm of visual experience.

Life Drawing II
FNDT 181       2 credits 
Structural drawing and perceptual skills are
expanded through study of the figure's relation to
environment, life-scale, movement, and draping.
Students discover individual sensibilities of mark
making and aspects of personal vision, through a
variety of traditional and experimental drawing
media and techniques.
Prerequisite: FNDT180 Life Drawing

Drawing and Composition I  
FNDT 190   2 credits 
Drawing skills are acquired through sequenced
instruction and problem-solving with traditional
and contemporary media. Study of pictorial
representation includes observational skill
building, spatial analysis, and pictorial
organization, providing a basis for draftsmanship
and composition. The course proceeds analytically
through line, plane, and volume with emphasis on
dynamics of light and the perception of tone.

Drawing and Composition II    
FNDT 191  2 credits 
Observation, analysis, and compositional
organization are furthered by the addition of 
color, problem finding, complexity of idea, 
and the introduction of Adobe Illustrator as a
compositional tool. Historical referencing, modern
and contemporary notions of time/space, and
exploration of more varied drawing media foster
students' realization of aspects of personal vision.
Prerequisite: FNDT190 Drawing and Composition

Foundation

Electives: Note:
Second semester

studio elective
offerings may

change.See
department for

course descriptions.
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Katie Phillips
Chair
MFA (Painting) Claremont Graduate Univ.; BFA
(Fine Arts) Univ. of Illinois, Urbana. Nationally
exhibited realist painter. Exhibitions include the
Art Museum of South Texas; Frye Museum,
Seattle, WA; Spokane Art Museum; J.B. Speed
Museum, Louisville, KY. Works have been
reviewed in Art News. Collection of the J.B.
Speed Art Museum. Published in Images and
Issues and Leaves of Many Seasons (Plenum
Press). 

Randall Lavender
Associate Chair, Professor
MFA (Sculpture) Claremont Graduate Univ., BA
(Art) CSU Fullerton. Nationally and
internationally exhibited realist painter.
Exhibitions include the Frye Museum of Art,
Seattle, WA; Museo Calouste Gulbenkain, Lisbon,
Portugal. Collections of Cedars Sinai Hospital and
the Frederick R. Weisman Foundation. Multiple
works featured in Zoo, Animals in Art. Published
in F.A.T.E. in Review and Journal of Aesthetic
Education.

Maura Bendett
Senior Lecturer
MFA, BA (Painting) UCLA. Nationally exhibited
painter. Exhibitions at Los Angeles County
Museum of Art; Kemper Museum of
Contemporary Art, Kansas; Pomona College
Museum of Art; San Jose Museum of Art; COCA,
Seattle; ARC, Vienna, Austria. Recipient
WESTAF NEA in Visual Arts grant. Reviewed in
Art in America and World Art.

Beverly Bledsoe
Associate Professor
MFA (Printmaking), Cranbrook, BFA
(Printmaking and Sculpture), Cleveland Institute
of Art. Nationally exhibited painter. Works shown
at the Womens' Center, Los Angeles; Les Yeux du
Monde, Charlottesville, VA; Grunewald Art
Center, UCLA. Recipient United States Cultural
Grant, American Center, Helsinki, Finland.
Visiting Artist, Printtus, Helsinki, Finland.

Jason Burton
Assistant Professor
BFA Otis (Environmental Design), Studied at
Palomar College (Illustration and Graphic
Design), SCI-Arc. Architectural designer, sculptor.
Professional activities include numerous
distinguished interior/architectural design projects.
Published in Architectural Digest, The
International Design Magazine, and Form-Z
Magazine.

Cole Case
Lecturer
BFAArt Center (Fine Art), BA (English
Literature) Stanford University. Painter and
Illustrator. Exhibitions include Howard House
Contemporary Art, Seattle, WA; Luckman Gallery,
CSU Los Angeles; Arizona St. Univ. Art Gallery,
Tempe, AZ. Works have been featured/reviewed in
The Stranger and Artweek. 

Jacci Den Hartog
Professor
MFA (Sculpture) Claremont Graduate Univ.; BA
(Art) Linfield Coll.; studied at Centro Cultural
Costarricesne Norteamericano, San Jose, Costa
Rica. Nationally and internationally exhibited
sculptor. Exhibitions include Nantes Museum,
Nantes, France; San Francisco Art Institute;
Kansas City Art Institute. Commissioned public
art at Angel’s Knoll, Los Angeles. Reviewed in
Artforum, Flash Art, and Art in America.

Nicole Duet
Lecturer
MFA (Drawing and Painting) CSU Long Beach,
CSU Northridge. Portraitist and painter whose
work has been included in exhibitions at Long
Beach Museum of Art, Mount Saint Mary’s
College, and J. Cacciola Galleries, New York.
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Fine Arts: Painting Explorations
FNDT 145 1 credit
A basic painting course introducing a variety of
painting methods and materials, including color
mixing, paletting, and paint application in oil
and/or acrylic. Emphasis will be placed on use of
opacity and transparency in painting, as well as on
a variety of modes with special consideration
given to figurative and non-objective work.
Instruction will blend technical facility with the
creative process within a studio environment
supportive of risk-taking and the entertainment of
possibilities. Traditional and contemporary modes
of pictorial representation and abstraction will be
explored. Taught by Fine Arts faculty. 

Fine Arts: Photography/Sculpture
FNDT 145 1 credit 
There has been a longstanding relationship
between sculpture and photography. This practice-
based class examines photography’s connections
to sculpture by establishing sculptural elements in
relation to the photographic process. Through
example studies and projects, students will
examine how sculptural activities can apply
before, during, and after the photographic process,
and how such combinations affect perceptions 
of forms and ideas. Instruction will blend
technical procedures with a process of 
self-directed investigation within a studio
environment supportive of creative thinking and
the entertainment of possibilities. Taught by 
Fine Arts faculty. 
Photo Lab fee: $30.

Product Design: Product Design Workshop
FNDT 145 1 credit
An introductory course focused on the process of
designing consumer products for a variety of
consumer markets. Students engage in market
research, creative sessions to generate product
ideas that fit a consumer or market, and develop
what constitutes good product design by exploring
the integration of aesthetics, functionality, and
technology into their product design through
concept sketches. Students will develop
appreciation of exemplary mainstream product
design through product styling, projects, and
critiques. Taught by Interactive Product Design
faculty.

Toy Design: Introduction to Toy Design
FNDT 145 1 credit 
An idea-driven workshop that introduces students
to Adobe Photoshop as a primary tool for the
manipulation of drawn and photographic images.
Instruction will focus on Photoshop as a means of
enhancing drawing skills in support of design
activity and concept presentation.  Students will
learn specific Photoshop skills in preparation for
further study within the Toy Design major. Taught
by Toy Design Faculty. 

Paris Trip
FNDT 145 1 credit
Students travel to Paris for a period of 10 days in
March for a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to visit
museums, historic sites, and the great European
city with Foundation faculty for on-site lectures
and focused field study. Please note: Otis College
of Art and Design reserves the right to cancel
scheduled foreign travel based on international
travel conditions and/or safety concerns.
Travel Gap Insurance Fee: $25.

Foundation



Department
Faculty

15

Foundation

Patricia Kovic
Assistant Professor
BFA SUNY Buffalo. Graphic designer and
principal at Studio Morris. Offices in L.A. and
N.Y. for Fortune 500 companies. Design awards
from the AIGA, N.Y. Art Directors’ Club,
Communication Arts magazine and
Communication Graphics.

Joyce Lightbody
Adjunct Associate Professor
BFA UC Santa Barbara, studied at Kalamazoo
College, Univ. of R.I. Nationally and
internationally exhibited/featured artist and
composer. Solo exhibitions include ACME, Los
Angeles; Los Angeles County Museum of Art.
Group exhibitions include The San Jose Museum
of Art; The Art Museum of South Texas.
Reviewed in Art in America, Artweek, and Visions
Art Quarterly. 

Cathy Lightfoot
Adjunct Associate Professor
MFA (Painting) Cal Arts, BFA (Painting) The
Cooper Union. Distinguished painter. Exhibited at
Shoshana Wayne, Sherry Frumkin and Rosamund
Felsen, Santa Monica. Rosamund Felsun Gallery;
Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions.
Collection of Peter and Eileen Norton. Museum
Preparator, Wight Art Gallery, UCLA.

Gregory Martin
Lecturer 
MFA (Painting) Claremont Graduate University,
BFA (Drawing & Painting/Illustration) CSU Long
Beach. Received Ahmanson Foundation Graduate
Fellowship. Regional exhibition record. Works
included in the public collections of Creative
Artists’Agency, 3M Corporation, U.S. Air Force
Pentagon.

Helena Min
Lecturer
MA (Art) CSU Long Beach, BFA (Fine Arts) Otis.
Nationally and internationally exhibited abstract
painter. Works shown at the Seoul Art Center,
Seoul, Korea; Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei,
Taiwan; San Diego Museum of Art; Pacific Asia
Museum, Pasadena. Reviewed in The Los Angeles
Times, The Korean News, AsianWeek, and Asian
Art News. 

Christian Mounger
Associate Professor
MFA (Sculpture) Claremont Graduate Univ., BFA
(Photography) Memphis College of Art, BA
(English Literature) Rhodes Coll. Nationally and
internationally exhibited digital and photographic
artist. Exhibitions include Abel Joseph Gallery,
Brussels, Belgium; Lidovy Dum, Prague,
Czechoslovakia; Croatia/Los Angeles Exchange,
Dubrovnik, Croatia. Exhibition designer, the
Huntington Library Art Collections and Botanical
Gardens.

Patrick Nickell
Adjunct Professor
MFA Claremont Graduate Univ., BA Linfield
Coll. Nationally and internationally exhibited
sculptor. Exhibited at Kohn Turner Gallery; Sue
Spaid Fine Art; Gallery 2211, Los Angeles;
Laguna Beach Museum of Art; Patricia Faure
Gallery; Galleri Markant Langelo, The
Netherlands; Galleri Tommy Lund, Denmark.
Reviewed in Art in America, Artweek, Art Press,
Art Issues, and Visions magazine.

Kiki Sammarcelli
Adjunct Associate Professor
MFA, BFA, Otis. Nationally and internationally
exhibited painter. Exhibitions include Los Angeles
Municipal Art Gallery; Oakland Museum; Galeria
de Arte, San Paolo, Brazil; Antichi Arsenali della
Reupplica, Amalfi, Italy. Other professional
activities include costume design and art direction.
Reviewed in Il Mattino, (Naples, Italy) and
Images & Issues magazine. 

Michael Schrier
Professor
MFA (Painting and Ceramics), BFA (Fine Arts)
Otis; Certificate Cleveland Institute of Art. Artist
and designer. Produces tapestries for large-scale
architectural environments as well as designs for
apparel through his studio, Syracuse Tapestries.
Professional activities include extensive
educational administrative experience as well as
national exhibitions.

Department
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Bill Eckert
Professor
MFA, BA (Art), San Diego State Univ. Nationally
exhibited realist painter and muralist. Works
shown at San Diego Fine Arts Museum; Los
Angeles Municipal Art Gallery; 20 Warren Street,
N.Y. Professional activities include consulting for
Rupert Murdoch, Marvin Davis, Ted Fields, and
Dick Clark, and managing projects for Intertec, a
lighting research and development company.

Barry Fahr
Associate Professor
MFA Otis, BFA Univ. of Hartford. Photorealist
painter and light installation artist. Works
exhibited at Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery,
Jan Baum Gallery, Tortue Gallery. Professional
activities include backdrop painting for
DreamWorks; Lighting Director for Wall of
Voodoo, I.R.S. Records; Museum of
Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. Published in
Artweek.

Kristen Foster
Lecturer
MFA (Art) Otis; BA (Art) California State
University, Northridge. Fine artist/sculptor,
graphic designer. Solo exhibition at Otis Bolski
Gallery. Selected group exhibitions include USC
Helen Lindhurst Fine Arts Gallery and USC Roski
MFA Gallery; Supersonic, LAArt Fair.

Gary Geraths
Professor
MFA (Drawing and Painting) Claremont Graduate
Univ., BFA (Drawing and Painting) CSU Long
Beach. Figurative draughtsman, representational
painter, and courtroom artist. Exhibitions include
Western Front Gallery, Vancouver, BC; and Frye
Museum of Art, Seattle, WA. Professional
activities include teaching/consulting for Disney,
Mattel, and Sony. Author/Illustrator of Drawing
Animals (Gainsway Press). 

D.J. Hall
Senior Lecturer
BFA U.S.C. Extensive national and international
exhibition record. Work has been included in
numerous exhibitions nationally and
internationally, as well as important publications
such as Contemporary Art in Southern California,
and Masquerade. Work has also been featured 
in numerous periodicals and catalogues, as well as
a feature film directed by James L. Brooks.

Marjan Hormozi
Adjunct Associate Professor
MFA Univ. Coll. (Slade School), London; BFA
Univ. North London; Studied at Chelsea School of
Art, London. Distinguished figurative draftsman,
painter. Exhibitions at Factory Place Gallery, Los
Angeles; Newcastle Polytechnic Gallery,
Newcastle Up-On-Tyne, G.B. Recipient of Artist
in Residence Award, North East London
Polytechnic and the Cheltenham Fellowship,
Cheltenham College of Art.

Linda Hudson
Associate Professor
MFAArt Center; BA CSU Northridge. Artist and
designer. Numerous design consulting projects
include space planning, lighting, furniture, and
fixture design for commercial and residential
interiors. Solo exhibitions at University Art
Museum, UC Berkeley; Santa Monica Museum
of Art. Group exhibitions at Whitney Equitable
Center, New York, Nevada Institute of
Contemporary Art, Pittsburgh Center for the Arts.
Reviewed in Art News, New York Times, Arts, and
Vytvarne Umenf: The Magazine for Contemporary
Art.

Siri Kaur
Senior Lecturer
MFA (Photography) Cal Arts, BA and MA Smith
Coll. Work has been featured in exhibitions
nationally and internationally. Her compelling
portraits have been reviewed in CMYK, The
Washington Post, The Portland Mercury and
Photo District News.

Foundation
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Rob Spruijt
Adjunct Associate Professor
Ph.D. (Psychology), MS Univ. of Amsterdam;
BFA (Fine Arts) Otis. Realist painter. In addition
to his extensive academic articles and publications
on human psychology and perception, Spruijt is a
technical expert on Dutch still life painting and
produces contemporary still life paintings in oil on
panel. Works exhibited regionally.  

Jim Starrett
Professor
Studied (Industrial Design and Painting) Pratt
Inst., N. C. St. Univ., UCLA Extension, Otis
Continuing Education. Nationally and
internationally exhibited painter/sculptor. Shows
include the Whitney Museum; North Carolina
Museum of Art; Southeastern Center for
Contemporary Art, Winston-Salem, NC; Gallery
Anton Meier, Geneva, Switzerland. Recipient of
NEAVisual Arts Grant. Public collections of the
Arnot Museum, Virginia Museum, North Carolina
Museum. 

Christopher Warner
Associate Professor
MFA Univ. of Colorado, Boulder; BA Gonzaga
Univ., Spokane, WA. Nationally exhibited painter.
Exhibitions include Koplin Gallery; Henderson
Museum, Univ. of Colorado, Boulder; Fred
Hoffman Fine Art; Kerckhoff Art Gallery, UCLA.
Reviewed in Artweek, Visual Arts magazine.
Recipient of a WESTAF/NEA Regional
Fellowship and NEAArtist in Residence Award. 

Rush White
Professor
MFA (Painting & Printmaking), BA (Art) UCLA;
studied painting and sculpture at the Skowhegan
School. Nationally and internationally exhibited
painter. Works exhibited at Los Angeles Municipal
Art Gallery; Ruth Bachofner Gallery; Cal Arts
Gallery; Art Gallery, Minneapolis College of Art
& Design; The Alternative Museum and 
Franklin Furnace, NY; D'Art Maria Luisa Gallery,
Genoa, Italy.

Foundation




