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': q:, 

=ckey and Mullory, t w o  characters in 
Oliver Stone's film Natural Born Killers, 
travel across the Southwest, killing _a t o t a l  of 
fifty-two people. A f t e r  watching this movie, 
t w o  teenagers went on a crime spree of their 
own and k i l l e d  one person and wounded mother, 
paralyzing her for the rest of her life. At 
their t r ia l ,  their defense was that wakching 
Natural Born Killers had made them commit their 
crimes and that kollywood, along with the 
director of the movie, Oliver Stone, was to 
blame. As creative as t h i s  defense is, it is 
hard to accept. The power of the media to 
shape lives m y  be great, but no mount  of 
violence on the screen can eliminate a persont& 
resgonsibiliti for his or her actions, esge- 
cially when it c ~ m a  to murder. 

According to John G r i s f i a m ,  Oliver Stone's 
Natural Born Billers *inspiredm t w o  teenagers 
*to c d t  murderN (5) . Grisham goes on to say 
that since the movie was released, several 
murders have been committed by troubled young 

I people who claimed they were "under the influ- 
t 

I ence' of Mickey and Hallory (5) . This tyge of 
I defense keeps reappearing as the violence in 

aur everyday lives increases: "I am not to 

I blame,' says the perpetrator. "That movie (or 
television show) ma* me do it." 

The idea that violence in the media cauaes 

violent behavior is not supported by the facts. 
When we Look at Ben and Sarah, the two 
teenagers who supposedly imitated Mickey and 
Mallory, it is clear that factors other than 



Natural Born Killers muld have influenced 
their decision to c d t  murder. Both young 
adults had long h i s t o r i e ~  of d x q  and alcohol 
abu~e as well as gsychiatriq treatment (Stone 
3 9 ) .  In addition, no clear experimental link 
between violent movies and television shows and 
aggressive W v i o r  has been discovered. Many 
studies have shown that after watching violent 
television ah-, children tend to act aggres- 
sively, but after abwt a week they return to 
their normal patterm of behavior (Siano 2 2 ) .  

What, then, are we supposed t o  make of 
sr-s Ulat seem t o  be inegired by the media? 
As Siano points out, a h d y  of anecdotal wi- 
dmcs gupgprber the link between these *copycat 
crimes" und media violence (241 . Two problems 
exist with this type of vevidence,w however. 
The first prablm ie that in most cases, the 
movie ox television show is never definitely 
linked to the crime. For exaalgle, after the 
movie The V q e y  Train was relehl&f, a clerk in 
a ~ e w  York city &p~eg ,W~B iues set on 

fiq%.irf .Wm 8- ww pt @WW taken clerk 
wa@-$n ,& movie. naturally, it appear& as if 
the movie had inspireU the crime. But at the 
time of the crime, several newspapers ragoxtea 
that the violent act shown in the movie was 
not unusual and had in fact: occurred at lea~t 
twice in the year before the movie's releaste. 
So the guestion remains: Did the movie cause 
the violence, or did it simply reflect a kind 
of violant behavior that was already preserrt in 
society? The truth is that we cannot answer 
this question. 

The second problem w i t h  anecdotal evidence 
is that it is not representative. Crimes that 
are inspired by the media--killers imitating 
Freddy Krueger, for exqle--are unusual. As 



S i m ~  a#rs t m p l *  w b  wak& ,,- -.I 

~ Q V ~ B  dcr - n ~ t  goj OW ~ d t  f 2 ~ ~ . & & , ,  

and Wcuusp E ~ Y  are mentally 
cannot PX&&&GE what wi&l at t 
be a lltovjs .Like Hakursl Bqm Killers, $& 
esub& also b a Bugp Bumy cartoon or n !#&wv, 
SkaOgem movie- 2 b  w$nt ia .Wt swirby 
not . l W k  they&&, of the 4 ~ r i G y  ko watch 
the m d e ~  an&+  ion shows W want to 
see just mame* a ..E&Y u&alanc& individual@ 
m 4  00 gut and -* wbe.  

Even if the 1hk. M a  wi~lence 
ma violent Mha~iolr-~ki W elwr, met m p l a  
1ve that dldZm -. 8 & & & ~  hfl~+%llCd 

by W U t  t h q  W&i ma- BBU& 1bm. t h G  
.*I@eh & *a v$&m* -W-i@i# 

shows bhwe dif  f a ~ @ t &  %om td~w who watah 
nonviolat  television &ma IBsaerinam, >Rw&Q- 
I~g&e?aT wswiation). For this reasonr young 
children sbuU be protect&. Firat, -te 
need to undewkead theix reewmsijbilitgr fox 
monitoring a t  eheir childxea watch on Wlwi- 
sion, 'Phiis monitoring needs ta begin at trmp 
where it: is the parents' job to give their 
chi ec sensf ,a£ mt i s  real aml what is 
not. Second, ae the American Psgtchalogical 
Associatioh bruggestn, parents shpdd take the 
kime to watch shows along with their children 
and discuss the content wig$ them. Finally, f f 
p&rmts cannot watch television with their 
chlldlren, they can at least buy devices that 
will prevent children from watching violent 
programs. 

The media have already taken steps to pro- 
tect children. For examgle, rating systems now 
in glace can help. These give parents the abil- 
i t y  to judge the content of movies before chil- 
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dren go to see them wlid to Wal~ate:  televistUn 
shows hfore they are t u d  on. C l e a r l p ,  EKsat- 
ever, more needs t o  be dune to protect young 

chiltlren. For m e  thing, khew rating system 
must be enforced. If an R mode is being shuwn 
at a theater, far example, the magment 'met: 
require groaf o* age. -In addgtion, any mvfe or 
teluv58h show aantaknirrg viol-- should not 
be s m  oh sfatiow wmse M e m e  is mimar- 
ily children, such as Nickelddeon Gr the Dlsney 
-1, men at arjght. time of day ehould 
not matter. When you think -mTkckehdeen br 
Di swy, The Bra& Bunch a d  Hickey M c i u s e  should 
e m  tb a d ,  not DirW ~arry Imeriaan ~sycho- 
Ibgiail msaclationF. 

There is no doubt that violence is learned 
und the itiol-t : d i a  iwes encmage violent 

-Vier. Tt 5s not clear, however, that vio- 
lent atow;ies and telwision shows will actually 
caw& a gep&fi to &t a a r h .  Placing the 
blame m .the m e d i a  is just an easy way to 
sidestep the hard questions, such as what is 
c&W3ng se wuh videpce in our slociety and 
&$g@ +wg~ w e  W Wut it, If we prohibit vio- 

we will only deprive laany people 
&-'view the programs of their 

cho3~e, 4 . ? ? q - ~ f ' P f  mtlats from . 
~ ~ S S ~ Z I Q  t h e & l V & B     EWE^. ,SW WOW-, 
the&= r r$g t r i a t i~ns  w f l l  alee degwiv'e eociety of 
a good deal aZ worthwhile entertainment. 
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