Concept Mapping
Fleet Library @ RISD

What is concept mapping?

•

a visual tool for generating and organizing ideas

•

a nonlinear approach to note-taking

•

a way to investigate and record aspects of a multi-faceted topic

•

a method which triggers quick word associations

Why use concept mapping?
•

to aid thinking at the beginning of the research process

•

to create a visual overview of a topic

•

to develop questions on a topic

•

to reveal patterns, themes, and associations between ideas

•

to generate the search terms needed to do research

• begin with a large sheet of paper and some colored markers
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• write your topic in the middle of the page
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• write down everything that comes to mind when you ask the question…
what…
defined the era?
was the cultural context in which Futurism occurred?
sources of inspiration did Futurism draw upon?
words or phrases describe Futurism?
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• when…
did it begin?
did different aspects emerge?
did its influence spread?
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• where…
did it originate?
and develop?
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• who…
was involved?
whom did they influence?
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• use color…
to identify themes
and key terms
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• ask how and why various elements of the concept map relate to each other
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• use color…
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• continue mapping additional terms and categories as they occur to you

making use of a concept map for research

•

use a concept map to formulate questions and identify themes

•

use color, images or lines to relate ideas to each other

•

use the terms gathered as a basis to search the catalog & databases

•

use as a visual component of a project or research proposal

further reading on concept mapping
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